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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 177038 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, EC, BL. PE, Cl 

SUBJECT: PERU-ECUADOR BORDER ISSUE 

REF: QUITO 4358 

IF ANY DOUBT PERSISTS YOU SHOULD MAKE CLEAR THAT U.S. 

POLICY ON ECUADOR-PERU BOUNDARY QUESTION HAS NOT CHANGED 
IN ANY RESPECT FROM THAT DESCRIBED IN THE SECRETARY'S 
RECENT LETTERS TO ECUADOREAN AND PERUVIAN FOREIGN MINISTERS 
OR IN THE PRESIDENT'S CONVERSATIONS WITH BOTH HEADS OF 
STATE LAST STPTEMBER. OMISSION OF REFERENCE TO BORDER 
QUESTION FROM THE PRESIDENT'S OASGA SPEECH, WHERE ONLY THREE 
OF THE HEMISPHERE'S MANY DISPUTES WERE MENTIONED, DOES NOT 
REPEAT NOT CONNOTE ANY CHANGE IN U.S. POSITION ON THIS 
QUESTION. (WE GATHER FROM YOUR CONVERSATION WITH AYALA 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 177038 

AS WELL AS OUR CONTACTS HERE THAT HE, AT LEAST, UNDERSTANDS 
THIS CLEARLY.) ALSO. THESE THREE BORDER ISSUES WERE CHOSEN 
BECAUSE THEY ARE VIEWED MORE AS INTERNATIONAL ISSUES (I.E., 

COUNTRIES WHICH ARE NOT PARTIES TO THE DISPUTE ARE INVOLVED 
IN SEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS), WHEREAS WE PERCEIVED THAT THE 
ECUADOR PERU BOUNDARY DISPUTE, AT THIS STAGE, WAS 
PRIMARILY A BILATERAL MATTER. CHRISTOPHER 
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